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FIELD NOTES

MY TRACK JOURNAL

Where did | look?

What did | notice?

My best guess:

Observe quietly. Never follow or
disturb wildlife.

Free printable from GeocachingKids.org
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THE LITTLE EXPLORER'S FIELD GUIDE

ANIMAL
TRACKS
& SIGNS

A pocket guide to clues in pature

GEOCACHINGKIDS.ORG

02 / READ THE GROUND

WHAT 1S A TRACK?

: wm: -
u‘:g

An animal track is a mark left by a foot,
hoof, or claw.

Soft mud, damp sand, and snow can
hold the clearest prints.

Look closely: Count the toes. Notice
the shape, size, and direction.

Tracks are clues—not always a certain
identification!
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03 / FOUR-FOOTED FRIENDS

SPOT A PAW PRINT

Many dogs and cats leave four toe
marks and one larger pad.

Dogs often show claw marks; cats often
do not, but there are exceptions.

Detective tip: Compare several prints,
not just one.

Keep your distance from animals, even
if their tracks look familiar.
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How to Make a Zine

from a sheet of paper

fold the paper in half
lengthways

: fold again, and once more
\ A
)

unfold the paper,
then fold it widthwise

5.

A\

unfold again, then fold lengthwige

cut halfway on the center line

G.

A
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pugh the ende of the paper in
<o the middle opens, then fold into a book



	My discovery:
	One footprint or trail
	One sign of an animal eating
	One feather, nest, or burrow
	On your next walk, look for:

	Become a track detective
	My track journal
	Chewed leaves: Something may have been feeding.
	Feathers or fur: A clue to who passed by.
	Burrows or nests: An animal may live nearby.
	Scat (droppings): Look only, never touch!
	Raccoon: Five long, finger-like toes
	can look like tiny hands.
	Rabbit: Two long hind-foot prints
	often land ahead of the smaller front
	prints.

	Clues animals leave
	Raccoon or rabbit?
	What is a track?
	Deer: Two pointed halves make a split
	hoofprint.
	Bird: Many birds leave three forward
	pointing toes, sometimes with a back
	toe.

	Deer or bird?
	Spot a paw print
	Where did I look?
	What did I notice?
	My best guess:
	An animal track is a mark left by a foot, hoof, or claw.
	Soft mud, damp sand, and snow can hold the clearest prints.
	Look closely: Count the toes. Notice the shape, size, and direction.
	Many dogs and cats leave four toe marks and one larger pad.
	Dogs often show claw marks; cats often do not, but there are exceptions.
	Detective tip: Compare several prints, not just one.
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